


ALSO ON SALE NOW 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY NO. 14 


COMBINED 
OPERATION 


The gripping story of three 
non-combatants who 
joined in a fighting man’s 
war behind the enemy 
lines in Sicily. 


DON’T FORGET ! 


FOR THRILLS... ACTION... DRAMA...B 


WAR PICTURE LIBRARY 


Next month’s two exciting issues, which will be on sale 
Monday, 20th April, are : 


No. 15 NO QUARTER 
No. 16 CRASH START 





Order your copies today ! 








Gy THE JANUARY OF 1944 THE PLIGHT OF THE xIVTH ARMY. 
FIGHTING VALIANTLY IN BURMA, WAS DESPERATE. AFTER GRUELLING 
MONTHS OF INCESSANT ATTACKS BY JAPANESE FORCES, OUR 
SOLDIERS BEGAN FALLING BACK ACROSS THE RIVER CHINDWIN . 
QUTNUMBERED BY THE SAVAGELY FANATICAL HORDES OF THE LITTLE 
YELLOW MEN OF NIPPON, THE TROOPS GRUDGINGLY GaVE GROUND. 
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Z ee Ne 
TORN, MAIMED AND DYING FROM.A NIGHTMARE JUNGLE 
4 CAMPAIGN THEY. NEVERTHELESS “WITHOREW ACROSS "THe 

RIVER WITH. THAT CALM ORDER WHICH HAS ALWAYS 

MARKEO THE BRITISH SOLOIER NA TIGHT CORNER 
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CARRIED OL 








Hi 
YAP A JAP PATROL AND. BRING 
OOKED AS IF HIS LUCK WA 

= 





Special Force dd 
 IEERING AT THE GRITISN: THE JAP HOPED 














FOR THE TREES, RANSOME SECURED. 
FLASHLIGHT TO '& HIODEN TRIP_WIRE « 


THIS 
SWINGING 
FLASHLIGHT 


‘Saaw THe 
LITTLE SO> 
AND- SOS/ 
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THEY HAD TO 
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[eau dy, SATISFIED WT THEIR 5 HERE YOU ARE, CouoneL ~- 
‘WORK, THE ONE'SPECINEN, PRISONER ANDO 
mateo 1 . INK 





USHED “iS CAPTIVE Berke 
COLONEL PINDER, CO} 
THE SPECIAL FORCE 


GOOD woRK 


RANSOME! WELL 
GET CAI 








COLONEL PINDER PUT HiS QUESTIONS SO ARTFULLY, JAP ACTUALLY 
SecaMe GOeTEUL: WHICH WAS PRECISELY WHAT The COLONEL WANTED ® 
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WF IT'S TRUE_WUAT THE PRISONER 

SAYS ABOUT THOSE RAFTS IT LOOKS 

"ASI THE JAPS REALLY MEAN 
GUSINESS. GET YOURSELF A PLANE. 
‘AND RECCE THE-RIVER, ESP 


VERY GOOD, SiR. 
MY GUESS (S "THAT 
PLL FIND THE RAFTS. 
NEAR HOMALIN, FIETY| 
MILES UP-RIVER. WEL 
OUT _OF SIGHT. 


















FIRST THING NEXT MORNING, ROD RANSOME WENT TO THE 
ABFIELO AT IMPHAL AND ARRANGED WITH AN RAF. 
FRIEND TO TAKE Hil ON A RECCE FLIGHT UP THE 
CHIMOWIN RIVER. FOR THE FIRST MILES OF FLYING « 
NOTHING OF ‘THE’ ENEMY COULD BE SEEN ~~ ONLY 
THE DENSE CARPET OF JUNGLE ON EITHER SIDE. 











1oonrT, 
See ANY 
RAFTS, ROO 
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GuonaanG LOW WHERE THE RIVER FORKED NEAR HOMALIN, ROO WAS REWARDED Gy THe] 
Stan OF ACMaSs. OF RAFTS. CLEVERLY CAMOUFLAGED UNDER THe BUSHES. SOIT WAS , 
TRUE —~ THE UAPANESE CROSSING WAS IMMINENT, ANO THERE WAS NO TIME TO. LOSE / 








THOUSANDS OF 
TEM, JEEPERS //3 


AND THEY'RE MAKING 
OUR CAPTURED ©0YS 
CUT THE TREES FOR THEM, 
THE LITTLE DEVAS / 
THERE MUST BE A PRISON 
CAMP THERE . 








‘SPEEDING BACK TO THE AIRFIELD, 
JRANSOME FOUND COLONEL PINDER 
WAITING FOR HIS RTORMATION 


RIGHT-~AND 1T WiLL @E YOUR 

VOB; RANSOME , TO DESTROY THEM. 
FIFTY MILES UP-RIVER, SIR. IF 1 SUGGEST YOU TAKE HALE A 
IME CAN'T DESTROY THOSE RAFTS \DOZEN MEN ANO SNEAK UP THERE 
PRETTY QUICK. THE JAPS WiLL GE NIN A BOAT. SPEED ANO SECRECY 
ACROSS THAT RIVER IN THEIR HORDES.JARE THE CSCENTIALS~- UNOERS TANO? P= 











8 apeciat Force Burma 


SWIFTLY RANSOME SELECTED FOUR WEN OF THE SPECIAL FORCE AND ONE MAN OF 

THE BURMESE RIFLES, CORPGRAL CHANG. WHILE THEY LISTENED “TO THER BRIEFING » 
SPECIAL JUNGLE KIT "AND RATIONS, AND EXPERTLY CHE 

SUNS» GRENADES, AMMURITION AND JUNGLE XN 





























AS_SOON_AS (T'S OARK WEL 
Push CFF Dowr HER 

ARE WHERE THIS CRO: THE 
TOP.-A DISTANCE OF FIFTY MILES. 
CORPORAL CHANG! WILL NAVIGATE Af 
CORPORAL BARNES TAKES. CARE Gf THE 
EXPLOSIVES. LITTLE JAPS. HAVE 6IG 
EARS, SO MUFFLE YOUR PADDLES AN 
SPEAK ONLY (F YOU HAVE TO 











RUST ME 7G 
CLICK FOR THE 
EXPLOSIVES / 











PARTY PREPARED TO THEIR 
FEW LAST WORDS TO SAY". 
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ROD RANSOME NADE ONE LAST QUICK CHECK-GVER AND 

THEN THEY STARTEO,STEERING NEAR TO THEIR OWN GAN 
THE CURRENT WAS NOT 50S 

“LEO WITH CLOTH, THEY SUPPED 

REA WRAITHLIKE SILENC 








WAL AN HOUR OF PADDLING ANO THEY HAO A 
SHOCK AS A JAPANESE RIVER PATROL BOAT 
LOOMEO QUT OF THE GLOOM. RANSORE 


HAD TO MAKE UP HIS MIND QUICKLY. 
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— 
MORE EY EYAMPLE THAN SPOKEN COMMAND, RANSOME MADE 
THEM PADDLE FOR THEIR LIVES, EXPECTING ANY SECOND TO 
HAVE A STREAM OF BULLETS RIPPING THEN APAGT. GUT THE 
FRIENOLY MIST SWALLOWED THEM, LEAVING THE JAP GOAT 70 

PASS ASTERN WITHOUT ANY = 
SIGN OF ALARM. 























WiTH EVERY SENSE ALERT THEY PADDLED ON | OxAY, JACKSON, YoU SO ON with 
THROUGH THE NIGHT AND WITH THE COMING OF} CORPORAL FLINT, AND TELL BARNES, 
DAYLIGHT HID UP ON THE BANK, NOT DARING | NOT 10 MAKE CAMP TOO FAR FROM 
TO. SHOW THEMSELVES “To HIDDEN ENEMY | ~The Boat. PLL HELP CORPORAL. 

EYES ON THE TAR SIOE POSS CHANGI: Here Witt Stee BOAT. 





IE DYE GOT 0 
IG THIS DARN. BOX. 





Rarey UNLESS 
( youre’ Sinbing 
! \ ABOUT SOMETHING, 
En eaRNES 
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[eanyine THE COOKING UTENSILS. THE SCOTTISH 
STEPPED 











RANSOME ANO CORPORAL CHANGI WE; THAT'S DONE THE 
BARELY UP THE BANK WHEN A SEC BOAT A BIT OF 

VO FROM THE ENEMY 8A) | NO GOOD, CHANG! 
Ceased ABOUT THE BOAT. 








2 Special Force Burma 
WHEN THE FIRING CEASED, ROD RANSOME 
CALLED HIS MEN TO THE BOAT WHiciy THEY 


FOUND DAMAGED BEYOND REPAIR. 
AND AM 





GET THE 
THe BANK 
ANO KIND J 





AIN'T. ‘YOu 
GLAD You Took 


MAYBE | AMS 
TER STOKES 














ROD _PECIDED AS NOTHING FORT 
THEM MANY PRECIOUS HOURS. 8 i 
FRESH START, THE THING 7 
ANO KIT THROUGH THE SHE! 

WED ERRATICALLY IN. 





Bu; TO MAKE A RA 
IGHTS, LATERy INE wt 
THE CAPTAIN NOW Was, 





ZNO THIS, CO: 
ABLE 10M 
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BUT OESPITE THEIR STRIVING, 
THE RAFT. WAS NO 

FAE CURRENT Wien 
SWUNG THEM EVER NEARER 
TO TNE ENEMY SHORE. 








ORLY TO, ADJUST THEIR LOADS . THEY 
'APIAIN RANSOME INTO. THE 
OF THE JUNGLE « 








14 Special Force Burma 












WELL, | WON'T WRAE 
ir Up, LADS ~~ WE'VE GOT 
ABOUT’ TWO OAYS? RATIO! 





ROD KNEW IT WAS FOOLISH TO ATTEMPT THE 
VUNGLE GY NIGHT, SO PRESE! HE CALLED 
HALT WHEN HE CONSIDERED 
COMPARATIVELY 5 












TREK THROUGH THE 












INGOT 

NAWED AT Hi 

EM TO EAT SPARINGLY, 
QUITE FR. 





SHOW THE ANRE 
MIND. TeLLiNG 
REVIEWED THEIR POS 








Don't LISTEN 

} To BaRtie: 
WE'LL DO 
SOMEHOW / 


















WITH THE LAST OF THER RATIONS £0) 
SINCE GONE ANO FAINT WITH THIRST 
GGEDLY AND HEAT, RANSOME ANO HIS MEN WERE 
f WW A PRETTY BAD STATE WHEN —WwO 

| BAYS LATER THEY CAME UPON’ CLUSTER 
OF HUTS 7 


Prinnic HEAVENS, W 
ANATIVE ; 
VILLAGE ! 


WITH EARS COCKED FOR THE SLIGHTEST 
SUSPICIOUS SOUND, THE OAUNTLESS MEN 
THE SPECIAL FORCE FORGED 0 

NORTHWARD. or 
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TE NATIVES, APPEARED FRIENDLY AND RANSOME WAS ABLE TO REST 
Fi Al 


PERLY. PROVISIONED 
Gu" Wiftt RENEWED SPIRITS AND. 
AT _HOMALIN, 


SEEN BADLY HANDICAPPED 

THROUGH LOSING OUR RATIONS IN THE 

MHEA SHELLING, BUT MaYaE We HAD ALL 
OuR gap uci FiRst 








SETTLING DOWN FOR THE NIGHT;THE PARTY WAS 
STARTLED TO HEAR A RUSTLING GY THE DOOR... 
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ERAWLED NEARER THEY 
wT 1T WAS A YOUNG 
LAD OF ABOUT SIXTEEN. 
ING AS THOUGH FERRING 

WE TOLD THEM 
ANTON AND THAT 

UP=COLNTRY 

BUT Now HE HAD 



















ME WILL, 





HE HEADMAN. 











YOU Wilt BE SAFE TLL 
ORNING - YOU Y LEAVE 
AT DAWN. PLEASE LET ME 
come Witt! YOu. 1 WOULD, 


A O60 5 
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WHILE THEY WAITED FOR DAYLIGHT, J 
TOLD THEM HOW HIS PARENTS. HAD. 
ESCAPED FROM RANGOON I THE LAST 
BOAT. HE HAD BECOME SEPARATED. IN THE 
PANIC ANO WAS LEFT BEHIND. LUCKILY 
MANY OF THE VILLAGE HEADMEN HAD 
KNOWN HIS FATHER AND SO HE FOUND 
SHELTER. BUT WITH SO MANY JAPS 
AROUND TT WAS GETTING DANGE! 


1AM NOT 
SO ‘SURE THAT RSE YOUN 
PAM SAFE wiThW HA IN-US. THIS: MEANS 
THIS HEADMAN), HAVE TO. SLIP_AW. 
THOUT A CHANCE TO 
00 FOR THE 








AX OAYUIGHT JERRY LEO THEM SAFELY OUT OF THE 
» BUT NOT BEFORE THEY HAD SPOTTED 
THE HEADMAN TALKING TO AN EVIL-LOOKING 








90 ONCE MORE ROD RANSOME AND HIS PARTY PLUNGED INTO THE STIFLING JUNGLE 





wer WAIT 
TILL OARK THEN 
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WHEN DARKNESS FELL, RANSOME CRAWLED TOWARDS THE JAP 
CAMP AND HAD THE GOOD LUCK TO STRIKE A OUMP OF 

| AMMUNITION BOXES. DOWN BY 

TENSELY FOR THE SI TO MAKE A OASH FOR IT. 








MUST ALITTLE GUN- 
COTTON BETWEEN THESE 
AMMO BOXES AND A NICE 
LONG FUSE TO 
TIME TO JOIN 














PIGNITING THE FUSE, RANSOME HAD JUST TIME TO REJOIN THE 
OTHERS WHEN THE NIGHT WAS SPLIT BY 4 SHATTERING 
ROAR FOLLOWED BY THE SHARP CRACKS OF EXPLODING 
BULLETS. THE JAPS SPRANG TO THEIR FEET WITH YELPS 
OF FRIGHT. THIS WAS THE MOMENT / 
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SPRINTING LIKE MAD THEY GAINED THE SHELTER OF 
THE FAR SIDE ONLY TO FIND THAT JERRY WAS 
MISSING « 


<3 
1 THOUGHT Vy 

HE WAS WITH 
YOU, SiR. 











JERRY PANTED UP TO THE RELIEVED MEN | 
AND DISPLAYED HIS BOOTY WITH PRIDE 
Y, 


1 JUST SNEAKED 
INCHE PY rruty a 
alan mies VERY BRAVE 


MAN, SAHIB f 
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Giaypter2. AMBUSHED ! 


MUCH HEARTENED BY THIS SUCCESS AND ési 
FORCE HID, UNTIL DAYLIGHT AND THEN PRE! 
STRUCK A GLOOMY NOT! 












CIALLY BY JERRY'S BOOTY, THE SPECIAL 
EO ON. ONLY THE PESSIMISTIC BARNES 


YOU BELIEVE IT, 








1 BET THOSE mi 








THEMSELVES TO THE GROUND. TH 
SWAMP HAD TAKEN TERRIBLE TOLL 
OF THEIR MINDS ANO THEIR STRENGTH.{// 


YOU WiLL 8E IF YOU 
STAY THERE / WE'LL CUT 

(= RIVER AND = 
FRY AGAIN WITH A GOAT, JasemeoSS 
dE WE CAN FIND ONE. 


Aas FINISHED? 





JDDENLY, JERRY _UTTERED A CRY OF 


‘Sus 
DISMAY AS A JAP PATROL BURST INTO 
THE CLEARING. THE JAPANESE OFFICER'S. 


PISTOL CRACKED ANO STOKES CRUMPLED 
FORWARD, SHOT THROUGH THE HEAD. IN’ 
AFLASH, RANSOME AND His MEN 
SPRANG ‘TO LIFE..- 

F 3 
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THE JAPS CAME RUSHING ON TO MEET A WITHERING 

FIRE FROM THE MEN WHO HAD REACHED COVER. 6U’ 

‘JACKSON, CAUGHT (N THE OPEN, MET A HAIL OF 
BULLETS / 


GUNS SILENCED THE JAPANESE 
PATROL FOR EVER 


THEY IVE GOT, 
JACKSON, SIR / 





4 
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AS QUICKLY AS ‘i 
DISTANCE) THEY HALTED ANO MADE _ROUG! 
CAMP FOR THE NIGHT. ALL WERE OZPRESSI 
AT THE LOSS OF TWO GALLANT COMPA 

















NTS 
A Se 
WEIL Rest ANG e&Pesno 
te Aer OF LOCK 
Wee Bett 
“TOMORROW / 



















THAT WIGHT, EVEN ROD RANSOME FELL 
PREY TO DESPAIR. ALL ALONG HE HAD 
SHOWN A GRAVE FACE TO HIS MEN 
BUT NOW THE SITUATION REALLY 
DAUNTED HIM. ADDED TO THE SHOCK 
OF LOSING JACKSON AND STOKES CAME! 
THE GNAWING DOUBT AS TO WHETHER 
THEY WOULD SURVIVE, LET ALONE REACH 
THEIR GOAL ~~ THE RAPTS AT HOMALIN. 








AT _OAYLIGHT; RANSOME BRACED HIMSELF 10) 
ENCOURAGE HIS FOOTSORE BAND ACROSS THE} 
SWELTERING VALLEY. BY THE AFTERNOON 
HE WAS REWARDED BY A GLAD CRY FROM 
JERRY, SCOUTING AHEAD. THE BOY'S 
WorOg PUT FRESH HEART INTO THEM ALL 





Special Force Burma 25 





ING THAT ANYTHING WAS BETTER THAN THE | [CHANGI CREPT SOUNDLESSLY 
QEADLY JUNGLE, THEY QUICKENED PACE DOWN CLOSE TO THE DOZING SENTRY 
YO THE RIVER'S EOGE WHERE THEY FOUND JUST] | AND SPRANG AT HIM WITH A 
ROUGH CUDGEL. INSTANTLY: 
RANSOME DARTED FORWARD 





THEY NEEOED ~~ 4 SOAT/ 













re 

oder SCC we Mave 

£000 NOW, CHANG, 

15.70 REMOVE THE} woul oceM IT 

JAP =< BUT QUIETLY 4 AN HONOUR, SAHIB. 
19 DEAL WitHeTHe 
GENTLEMAN? 








AS THE GOAT MOVED AWAY FROM THE 
BANX, RANSOME JERKED THE ENGI 
INTO LIFE. THEY CHUGGED OUT INTO 
THE RIVER ~~ BUT NOT BEFORE THE |” 
SAPS HEARD THE ENGINE AND CAME | 
RUNNING « { 











Keer. 
¥{ Your Heaos 
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FOR SOME TIME RANSOME HUGGED THE BANK » 

KEEPING A SHARP LOOK-OUT. MEANWHILE, THE 

MEN'S SPIRITS NAD BRIGHTENED, ESPECIALLY. ‘ 

WHEN THEY FOUND FOOD AND WATER ABOARD. MUS TINT PUSH: 
MUCH REFRESHED, THEY COULD EVEN CONSIDER QUR_LUCK TOO FAme~ 
THEIR OBJECTIVE MORE PURPOSEFULLY SETTER HOE 





FULL_OF MURDERING 
JAPS_OUT LOOKING 








PATIENTLY THEY WAITED TIL DARK AND THEN VENTURED UP-RIVER 
ONCE MORE, READY FOR ANYTHING . THEY DID NOT HAVE LONG TO WAIT. 


THE BEGINNINGS OF ONE. 
HAT MEANS THEY HAVEN'T 
STARTED THE INVASION YET 
WE STILL HAVE TIME TO 
OEAL WITH THE RAFTS / 
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TERGTTLING GACK, RANSOME DEQDED TO WRECK THIS ENEMY ATTEMPT TO BRIDGE THE] 
RWER. HE REMEMBERED THE TUNIC AND CAP WHICH CHANG! HAD STRIPPED OFF THE 
UNCONSCIOUS JAPANESE SENTRY AND AN IDEA SPRANG INTO HIS MIND. TRUE \THEY 


HAO LOST THEIR EXPLOSIVES IN THE JUNGLE SUT THEY STILL HAD HAND GRENADES 
ANG -RANSOME INTENDED TO USE THEM TO THE 
gest EFFECT. 


1 TWAT UNIFORM THEY 

With THING CHANG SA 

JAS~THAT WILL ALLOW HIM 

To Get THE BOAT Close” | WeDo. 
ENOUGH WITHOUT ROUSING / THAT. SRL 
SUSPICION, THEN EVERY 

MAN KNOWS WHAT TO 00; 














ZERRVS HEART BEAT FAST AS CHANG! BROUGHT THE BOAT QUIETLY NEARER AND 
WEN OPENED UP FULL THE GOAT LEAPT FORWARD AND EVERY MAN 
GROUCHED READY TO TOSS A GRENADE INTO HIS ALLOTTED BARGE” JERRY HAD 


‘BE ALLOWED TO ACCOUNT FOR ONE BARGE AND HIS HAND PRICKLEO 
AT THE FEEL OF THE DEAOLY LITTLE SOMO. 
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4S CHANG! SHOT THE GOAT PAST THE LINE OF BARGES 





EACH MAN BIT THE PIN FROM A GRENADE AND FLUNG Big 
TIN. WHEN THE HORRIFIED JAPS SAW THE FIRST 

AND SECOND SARGES SPLITTING APART WITH A. 
DEAFENING EXPLOSION, THEY SCREAMED IN ALARM 

ANO LET FLY WITH ALL GUNS. 











BUT THE LAST BURST FROM THE MACHINE: JHE WOUNDED CHANG! STOICALLY 
GUNNERS FOUND A MARK AND CHANGI SUFFERED A NIGHT OF PAIN WITH 
STAGGERED BACKWARDS. RANSOME LEAPT A BULLET. LODGED IN HIS BACK: 
FO THE WHEEL WHILE FLINT CAUGHT THE IN THE MORNING, RANSOME KNEW 
FALLING SURMESE. HE WOULD HAVE TO RISK GETTING 

= HIM’ PROPER ATTENTION=~ 
POSSIBLY FROM THE NATIV 





‘SMALL GROUP OF _FISHERMEN'S 
HUTS CAUGHT HIS ATTENTION. «+ 









wef LETS. 
f= ( HOPE THEY IRE 
FRIENDLY. 





SURELY. TAKE 
CARE OF CHANGI. 
HE IS ONE OF 
THEIR PEOPLE. 
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Tae NERVOUS NATIVES EMERGED FAO! EMENT, THEY LISTENED TO 

SOME'S STORY AND PROMISED TO TAKE CAR THEIR. COUNTRYMAN AND HIDE 
Hit FROM THE JAPANESE. BUT THEY WOULO HAVE NOTHING TO 00 WITH THE 
@RTISH, WHOSE PRESENCE MIGHT COST THEN THEIR LIVES. 


CHANG! WiLL BE SAFE 
WATR-us ~~ 8UT You 
MUST GO ~~ WOW, 


(WATER. THEN 
WE GO, QUICK. ¢ 











THe Loss GF THE | 
WERE ON THE CAST 





ONLY TEN. MILE: 
TO. GO NOW, JERRY. 
WITH A BIT OF 
Luck WELL REACH 
HOMALIN. IN THE 

I. OARK, TONIGHT, 


ZAM, 
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Giapters. IN Enemy HANDS 


QUT FATE NOW DEALT A CRUEL, % 
PARALYSING BLOW WHICH TOOK” [a 
THEM COMPLETELY OFF GUARD.’ (i 











BY THUNDER-. 
THe SAE 
RUN’ FOR IT! 





MAKING A LIGHTNING DECISION, RANSOME RESISTED 
THE IMPULSE TO RUN, AND TO "HIS MEN'S HORRIFIED 
INCREDULITY, CHOSE RATHER TO SURRENDER. 








Se eater OCH. MoN— 


Sdanenoen f 
HEP RL Us! £CANNA MEAN, 





BETTER THAT THAN 
TO THROW AWAY OUR 
LIVES “TRYING TO ESCAPE. 
WHILE WE LIVE THERE'S 
STILL HOPE OF GETTING 
TO HOMALIN ~~ EVEN. IF 
IT ISAS PRISONERS . 











Ten MINUTES THE Swirt @ARNES IS TELLING 
EVERYBODY YOU QUIT + 
‘AND UPS NOTTS 


THAT wi 
BETTER CHANY 

IS WAY ~-BUT YOU CAN'T GO 

Br’ "AROUND TELLING EVERYBODY. 


‘OUR TARGET IS SECRET 











RANSOME WAS THE DECK AN HOUR LATER AND PUSHED GEroge 
GENERAT TOTO, TNE UAPANESE COMMANDER © WHEN He REFUSED TO ANSWER 
[ QUESTIONS » HE Mer THE LITTLE TYRANT*S FURY WITH CALM DIGNITY 
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RANSOME WAS LED Ai 
THE FURIOUS Ci 


BY CRAcky ~ 
BALTES! Wi 
ust Ge r 
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AS TE PRRONERS FRED TELL YOUR ne 
ENCE OF JERRY +) woe Re - 
nel ooh 
in CARES 

















TWAT NIGHT IT WAS_A VERY THOUGIITFUL 
RAN: 
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ROD RANSOME AND WIS THREE COM 


‘WERE 
PRISONERS FOR RAFT 









Ay 


fy 





SET TO CUT DOWN 


ERANSOME AND 
RS. 
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Special For 
lal. For 
Te DAYS WENT SY THE CHANCES oF 
Nos 














RANSOME "THOUGHT OF THE | 
= RUSES HE HAD USED IN| 
SHE RAFTS. auT | 
CH TIME HE HAO BEEN FOILE! 
‘GUARDS 


‘NOW VIEWEO HIM 
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CTH, JAPAN 


HE SHOULD ee DESTROYED. 
HE HAD FAILED TO PREVENT 


WF 0 DONE 
MY JOB, JERRY» 

THis WOULD NEVER 
Have HAPPENED 
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LATER, THE PRISONERS WERE GIVEN A 
E FERRYING THE JAP WOUNDED BACK FROM 
D JERRY GOT A GCOD !OEA OF WHAT 
a Tue JAPS WERE HAVING TP NEARLY ALL 




















MES THERE WERE 
IDED BRITISH PRISONERS 
THEIR NEWS WAS BAD 











THE JAPS HAVE 
, ‘SURROUND! 
WEXRE TRYING TO HOLO 
= “REINFORCEMENTS ++ 
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BUT AS THE DAYS MERGED INTO WEEKS RANSOME AND | 
JERRY NOTICED THAT THE JAPS WERE SUFFERING 
INCREASING CASUALTIES ~- MANY LOOKED STARVED ANO ano | 











IS 7 THE 
IRNING, OF THE 
THAT NIGHT 
CAMP, RANSOME FEL: 

Tiwe KAD COME TO TEL! 

THE OTHERS WHAT WAS 

HIS MIND. BUT iF HE HOPED 

FOR VOLUNT! ALL THOSE RAFTS AGAIN 
DISAPPOINTED. ALL, SAV! BUT NOT IF | CAN’ HELP’ 
JERRY, <7 fs HELP ME 








EVEN BARNES AND 








ONLY STAUNCH ALLY, TE LAD JERRY, | 
ONFIOED HIS ALL-CONSUMING AMBITION 


JERRY ~~ 
LEAVES YO 
(Guess. 
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Chapters. ESCAPE TO ACTION 








S08 THE JAPANESE WOLNDED WERE 
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FINALLY WITH MORE JAP TROOPS APPEARING ON THE FAR SIDE OF THE RIVER, RANSOME 
CONFIDED TO JERRY THE TIME HAD COME FOR ACTION. THE SOUNDS’ OF 
FYING A GENERAL BRITISH ADVANCE - 


Lf, Ge ieee (ub! kicon 
song ceaet BREE Hoe 
Set aue te 


Lip THROUGH THe) * z 
GUARDS_AND TAKE RIVER_ WITHOUT 
A RAFT! - ‘BEING SEEN. 








THE NEXT NIGHT RANSOME AND JERRY 


GOt READY FOR THEIR ATTEMPT TO 
DESTROY 7) THE OTHERS, WATCHED 
THE DAUNTLESS PAIR SLIP AWAY WITH 


MORE HOPE THAN FAITH. 
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THE PAIR BEGAN THEIR 
iD. ‘ACH 
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RANSOME LE 
‘AND. 
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SHIVERING WITH 

WHISPERED TH 
QUESTION THAT HAD BEEN OCCUPYING 
BANSOME'S OWN MIND. 


cur THEM 

§E, | RECKON, 

ESS 1 THINK, 

HOW ARE g (OF SOMETHING 
YOU GOING “TO 
TACKLE ALL 


TOO LATE TO 
QODGE» ACTION 
STATIONS, JERRY 
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AS THE RAFTS COLLIDED, ONE OF Per 
THE STARTLED JAP SOLDIERS Fel 
NG INTO THE RIVER... AND 
OME LEAP* 
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BPS 

\ A 
a a wine 
Sine 





WELL AS HE COULD ANO Tut 
MYESTIGATED THE STORES ON THE 


FROM. 
THOSE RAFTS 








Speciol Foree Burnie Rad 
AFTER A LONG STRUGGLE THEY REACHED THE OTHER SIDE AND, AS THE MIST LIFTED. 
THEY Saw THE FATEFUL RAFTS SPREAD OUT LIKE A GIANT. FLOATING PLATFORM « 
RANGOME TRIED TO COLLECT. WIS REELING SENSES AND WORK OUT THE BEST 
METHOD FOR His SCHEME. FROM THE GANK CAME PANIC SOUNDS OF THE ENEMY 
INFLIGHT. 














WERE ONLY JUST 
IN TIME, JERRY. 
auck, vers cet 
UP-STREAM OF THOSE 
RAFTS, THEN PLL TE! 
YOU WHAT To Do. 





WITH THEIR STRENGTH DRAINING FROM 
CURRENT ALMOST FINISHED RANSCWE, SLT THEM, THEY AT LAST REACHED THEIR 
HE WORKED ON WiTH DESPERATE STRENGTH.| | POSITION, JERRY MADE FAST WHILE 
FOR HiS IDEA TO BE SUCCESSFUL THEY HAD] |RANSOME EAT DOWN WEAKLY TO 
TO ANCHOR UP AGOVE TRE RAFTS. SURVEY THE COUNTLESS RAFTS NOW 
Bown-'sTREGM OF THEM . 


TELL ME WHAT 
To 00 / 
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WHILE RANSOME PAINFULLY JERKED OUT HIS WORDS,] 
JERRY_PUT iS INTO_ACTION - 








POUR THOSE 
CANS OF PETROL 
INTO THE WATER 6U7 
SAVE ENOUGH TO 
"SOAK THIS OTHER, 
RAPT AS WELL. 





QVER AT BRITISH HEADQUARTERS » Wf ONLY WE COULD CATCH 
THE COMMANDING OFFICER'S MAIN TOTO AND HIS LITTLE SO ~ 
CONCERN WAS THE OVERTAKING OF J 7 RE THEY HAVE! 





EAN THE TOTAL 
IN OF A WHOLE DIVISION 
BUT PM 
AERSID THAT ONLY A LARGE SCALE 
OBSTACLE WILL PREVENT THEM ESCAPING US. 
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MEANWHILE GENERAL TOTO AND HIS 
STAFF WERE HAVING A BAD TIME AS, 
THEY RACED TO THE RIVER WITH Tul 
PANIC-STRICKEN JAP ARM! 
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AS THE JAPS FLED TOWARDS THE RAFTS WHICH 
They. FONDLY BELIEVED WOULD GIVE THEM ES: 
JERRY EMPTIED SEVERAL GALLONS OF PE 
INTO THE WATER ANO 7 E 
OTHER RAFT. 


THE PETROL FLOATED DOWN STREAM, SEEPING 
OMINQUSLY AMONG THE RAFTS. 


Now 


Pu 


TA 
THIS 


MATCHy 
BATTERY 





Special 


RANSOME WAS READY TO_IGNITE 
THE PETROL SOAKED RAFT. 





e Burma St 











aa 
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AS RANSOME HAD FORESEEN, THE FIERCELY GURNING] 
RAET WAS CARRIED SWIFTLY’ DOWN-RIVER TOWARDS F 
THE MASS OF JAPANESE RAFTS, AND THE NEXT 
SECOND, CRIES OF ALARM RANG OUT FROM 








wc. THE RAFT OF FLAME COLLIDED, a ALMOST AT ONCE, THE REST OF THE 
OhieR CRAFT. AT THE SAME INSTA! PETROL LURKING AMONGST THE 
FLOATING PETROL IGNITED WITH A RAFTS BLEW UP, TOO, ANO UNDER 
CLOUD. OF BLACK 
SEARING FLAMES iT 
THEIR WAY INTO THE WOO! 
GOATS « 
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FLUNG INTO SCREAMING CONFUSION, THE 
YAPS SEEMED ROBBED OF THEIR WITS, ANC 
AS THE LEAPING FLAMES SET LIGHT TO 
TREES AND FOLIAGE ON THE RIVER BANK, 
THEY FLED INTO. 
















THE PANDEMONIUM ANO THE GLOW OF THE 
FLAMES GAVE THE “WAITING PRISONERS IN 
THE P.0.W. CAMP ON THE FAR SIDE OF THE 
RIVER ALL THE SIGNAL THEY NEEDED. 





BREAK OOT OF 
WERE LIKE 
HE SAID / 








5urme 
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WITH THE PRISON GATES FORCED ASIDE THERE WAS NO STOPPING THE 
SENT ON REVENGE FOR MONTHS OF MISERY ANO HARSH FRB STMeNT 


eX 





LER 
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D THEIR HANOIWORK 
OLE MASS OF RAFTS 
THE CONSUMING BLAZE. 
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THE DISMAY OF THE JAPANESE HIGH [THE oF 
COMMAND SPREAD LIKE THE FLAM INF 
THAT NOW MET THEIR HORRIFIED EYES. S 
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MEWHAT S 
EARLIER FAILURE. 











THE OTHER SIOE THE 
JOY. TMEANT & uae 
‘NOW THE 
PERISHERS WILL 
HAVE TO TAKE 
WHAT'S COMING 
TO "EM / 


NERS WATCHED iT ALL WITH DELIRIOUS 
‘SOON THE GRITISH WOULD COME / 
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THEIR OELIGHT, BARNES AND FLINT FORGOT THER ARO 
EELINGS TOWARDS THEM LEAOER AND CALLED FOR 





| BET cArTaw GIVE THEM 
RANSOME 





Y THE FLAMES THE BRIT 
POFFENSIVE PRESSED RELENTLESSLY 
ON, CRUSHING ALL OPPOSITION AND Iv 
The CRUMBLING JAPANESE 7 
AS AROUT Y 
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THE BRITISH MORTAR FIRE DIRECTED 
Ole TO THE JAPANESE HELD STRIP WAS 












UECESS SEEMED TO REVIVE RANSOME, AND | 
MEV tMaSe Coo Pacgaese “Sac. JeRey 


| CAdSE ME eRe eee 
POINTED EXCITEOLY « 


| RANSOME AND JERRY OECIOED 
[it was TIME THEY MOVED. 


THE LAGS. 
BROKE CAMP! 


ME, AND | DON'T 
MEAN JUST THE 


: Se 





AND THEY'RE ALL ALONG THE 
Shoe <= CHEERING LIKE MAD. 
THEYRE CHEERING YOU, SIRS 
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AS RANSOME AND JERRY STANTON STEPPED 
ASHORE FROM THE RAFT, THE EXCITED AND 
CHEERING EX "PRISONERS; LED SY BARNES AND 
FLINT, SURGED FORWARD TO GREG 











RANSOME ~~ 17S. 
000 TO “s 














GREONEL PINDER VO _LIKE YOU 
YO MEET A YOUNG Hei 
Pom aint COULONDS HAVE! 
FIREO THE RAFTS. 





SMOGENEY, ROUND THE BEND IN THE 
BINER._CAME A NATIVE SAMPAN, ANO 

HOLD ‘BE IN, Ty WAVING JOVEULLY)| PEOPLE, WAVE 
Bar Stlaner, Coonng’as err AS ev 
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Trane speans penone] /_cuanei! pha. \( Satie. tay PEOPLE MID Me 
rel Cy Ce 


Shae Ne rontovS YA 











FRE NEXT MORNING THE BRITISH JERRY STANTO? i aTHINK RES y 
LOMMANDER AND HIS STAFF ARRIVED FOR SPECIAL SERVICE TOO OVERCOME 
AND HEARD FROM COLONEL PINDER |/ OF CREAT GALLANTRY \\'TO SPEAK iy 





STORY OF THE BLAZING RAFTS |[ TO YOUR KING AND 
WICH HAD CUT OFF THE RETREAT || COUNTRY, | AWARD 
OF THE JAP DIVISION. AFTER WARMLY 

THANKING ROO RANSOME, THE 

GENERAL TURNED TO JERRY. 
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A FEW DAYS LATER, THE ELATED BRITISH TROOPS BEGAN THEIR VICTORIOUS 

RECROSSING OF THE “CHINOWIN RIVER. THEIR BITTER RETREAT HAD TURNED 
AST TO A FRESH UPSURGE OF EFFORT AND TRIUMPH, TO RENEWED 

DOMINION OVER THE ENEMY AND TO ULTIMATE VICTORY IN THE BURMA CAMPAIGN . 





pia 





ACTION ... THRILLS ... ON SALE NOW 


THRILLER PICTURE LIBRARY @ 
N°265 ‘ 


, 











HAVE YOUR FRIENDS MET SEXTON BLAKE? 


Introduce them to the world’s most famous detective through 


The SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY ! 


Read this month’s thrill-packed issues 


ON SALE NOW! 
SHADOW OF A GUN 


by MARTIN THOMAS 





At first, it seemed like a straight- 
forward case of kidnapping. Then it 
was discovered that the missing girl's 
father was a rocket defence scientist. 

He held secrets that were worth 
more than just money to some people. 
Was the kidnapping an attempt to 
force him to turn traitor ? 

Blake set out to find the answer— 
and walked into a case brim-full with 
trouble ! 





STOP. PRESS— HOMICIDE ! ! 


by REX DOLPHIN 


Ie started out as a relaxing day of the 
golf course--until Sexton Blake dis- 
covered a murder victim on a nearby 
bonfire ! Pata 

The identity of the victim was un- _ Find her ler? 
known. Alll Blake could discover was 4 
that the body was that of a young 
woman, Even with the able help of 
Chief Detective Inspector Coutts of 
Scotland Yard, it was a difficuit case 
for Blake, with hardly any information 
to work on. 

But the trail of the killer took an 
unexpected turn and it was more than 
a murderer that Blake found at the 
other end. 


ASK FOR THE SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY 











